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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To shorten the starting time of operation of a cold-cathode 
fluorescent- lamp even if the inner portion of a lamping body is set in its 
dark condition by having an auxiliary light-source for emitting light toward 
the cold-cathode fluorescent-lamp. 

CONSTITUTION: Such an auxiliary light-source 8 as an LED, en electric bulb 
or the like is arranged on a drive-circuit substrate 5 having a lighting 
circuit or the like which comprises an inner LCD drive.-circuit and an inverter 
formed therein. This auxiliary light-source 8 is lit when a cold-cathode 
fluorescent-lamp 4 is set in motion, and the resultant lamplight is directed 
through an optical fiber to the cold-cathode fluorescent-lamp 4 so as to be 
emitted to respective electrodes. On this account, the emission of 
photoelectrons from the negative-pole side electrode is expedited to quickly 
set the cold-cathode fluorescent-lamp 4 in motion. At this time, output light 
from the auxiliary light-source 8 is emitted in the vicinity of the electrode 
4a in the lamp 4 to still more expedite causing electric discharge so as to 
shorten the starting time of operation of the lamp. 
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